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ernor King, Judge Ryland, and Wm. S. Selds.
On Friday last, at the instance of the gentle-
men above named, a flag of truce was sent us
by rebels which resulted in a conference about
a mile from the town, between Col. Reed and
Captain Shelby on the rebel side, and Major
Breckor, Captain Graham, and Licutenant
Brown on the Federal side. The rebels de-
manded the unconditional surrender of the fort,
which was refused.

- During the invasion of the town by the rebels
8 good deal of skirmishing took place in the
streets, and in the woods on both sides of the
river. The Federal troops destroyed the Ferry
House on the north side of the river, where a
fight occurred between a small force under
Lieutenant Brown and the rebels, in which
four or five of the lutter were killed, a number
wounded, and several of Brown's men wound-
ed, one mortally.

On Thursday, Lieut. Brown, with twenty
men, was attacked in the streets by a company
of secessionists under Captain Witherow, in
which the latter were completely routed, and
Captain Witherow taken prisoner after being
severely wounded.

On Friday all further attempts to reduce the
place were abandoned. Col. Roul retreated
with his command toward Independence, and
Col. Reid went toward Fort Scott, leaving
Captain Shelby with about six hundred at his
old rendezvous, Taber Creek, eight miles east
of Lexington, and a considerable secession force
in the bottom between Lexington and Rich-
mond. The forces thus left have cut off all
mail communication. Col. Reid took with him
King, Ryland, Field, and other prisoners. The
whole loss in all the fighting on the rebel side
was eight killed, besides the wounded, and on
the -Federal side one mortally and several
slightly wounded. The Federal troops burned
a warchouse and several frame buildings, where
the rebels Lad encamped, on the north side of
the river.
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GEN. FREMONT'S PROCLAMATION.

HeAD-QUARTERS WRSTERN DEPARTMENT.
8r. Louis, Aug. 30, 1861, }

CircUMSTANCES in my judgment are of suffi-
cient urgency to render it necessary that the
commanding General of this department should
assume the administrative powers of the State.
Its disorganized condition, helplessness of civil
authority and the total insecurity of life, and
devastation of property by bands of murderers
and marauders, who infest nearly every county
in the State, and avail themselves of public
misfortunes, in the vicinity of a hostile force,
to (f-ratify private and neighborhood vengeance,
and who find an enemy wherever they find
plunder, finally demand the severest meas-
ures to repress the daily increasing crimes and
.outrages, which are driving off the inhabitants
and ruining the State.

In this condition, the public safety and sue-
cess of our arms require unity of purpose, with-
out let or hindrance to the prompt administra-
tion of atfairs. In order, therefore, to suppress
disorders, maintain the public peace, and give
security to tho persons and property of loyal
citizens, I do hercby extend and declare estub-
lished martial law throughout the State of Mis-
souri. The lines of the ariny occupation in this
State are for the present declared to extend
from Leavenworth, by way of posts of Jeffer-
son City, Rolla, and Ironton, to Cape Girardeau
on the Mississippi River. All persons who shall
be taken with arms in their hands within these
lines shall be tried by court-martial, and if
found guilty, will be shot. Real and personal
property of those who shall take up arms
against the United States, or who shall be di-
rectly proven to have taken an active part with
their enemies in the ficld, is declared confis-
cated to public use, and their slaves, if any
they have, are hereby declared free men.

All persons who shall be proven to have
destroyed, after the publication of this order,
railroad tracks, bridges, or telegraph lines, shall
sutfer the extreme penalty of the law. All

ersons engaged in treasonable correspondence,
n giving or procuring aid to the enemy, in fer-
menting turmoil, and disturbing public tran-
quillity, by creating or circulating false reports,
or incendiary documents, are warned that they
are exposing themselves,

All persons who have been led away from
allegiance, are required to return to their
homes forthwith., Any such abscnce without
sufticient cause, will be held to be presumptive
cvidence against them. The object of this de-
claration is to place in the hands of military
authorities power to give instantaneous effect
to the existing laws, and supply such deficien-
cies as the conditions of the war demand ; but
it 18 not intended to suspend the ordinary tri-
bunals of the country, where law will be ad-
ministered by civil officers in the usual maoner,
and with their customary authority, while the
samo cun be peaceably administered.

The commanding General will labor vig-
ilantly for the public welfare, and, by his ef-
forts for their safety, hopes to obtain not only
acquiescence, but the active support of the peo-

ple of the country. J. C. FremoxT,
Mbsjor-General Commanding.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

MarTiaL Law ¥ Missourt. — We have
watched with much interest the development
and expression of public opinion in Missouri
with regard to the important step tuken by
Major-Gen. Fremont in declaring martial law
throughout that State. We say ‘ public opin-
ion tn Missouri,” for it is only those who are
the witnesses and victims of the calamities that
have occasioned this proclamation who are en-
titled to speak intelligently upon its merits,
either by way of justification or condemnation.

It is agreed on every hand that exigencies
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